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Fundamental transformations in the geometry of

contemporary armed conflicts and the transition from
reduced physical battles to complex and multi-layered
cognitive wars have confronted the traditional structure
of the law of war and the military jurisprudential (Figh)
system with novel challenges. In this context, re-examining
the jurisprudential rule "Kullu ma yurja bihi al-fath yajaz"
(Every [means] by which victory is hoped for is permissible)
beyond its classical functions reveals new dimensions of the
role of modern tools, particularly the media, in determining
the fate of conflicts. Based on this rule, the adoption of any
tool that leads to the realization of victory is permissible,
provided that it passes through the normative and
legitimacy-assessing filter of the domestic legal system and
international humanitarian law. Despite the ever-increasing
development of international regulations, the main
issue and fundamental challenge of the present research
pertain to the conceptual explanation and formulation of
a phenomenon termed the "media annex of war" and the
analysis of the legislative and legal vacuums resultant from
it. The central question is: under conditions where modern
media architect the cognitive battlefield of the conflict
and influence public perception and the decision-making
processes of actors—not necessarily through the explicit
violation of criminal laws or the dissemination of false
news, but through the channel of disseminating ostensibly
honest yet engineered information—what limitations does
the legal system face in regulating this phenomenon? In
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fact, the legal system's exclusive and reductionist focus on concepts such as press
crimes, the boundaries of freedom of expression, censorship, and confronting
falsehoods has hindered a correct understanding of the media's mechanism in the
capacity of converting "information" into "strategic knowledge." To answer this
challenge, the present research, by adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and
utilizing interdisciplinary studies at the intersection of Islamic jurisprudence (Figh),
international law, communication sciences, and strategic studies, endeavors to present
a comprehensive model for analyzing the norm-making and decision-making role
of the media in the communication networks of war, while critiquing the traditional
regulatory approaches of the legislator. The findings of this research indicate that
effective legal intervention in the phenomenon of the media annex of war requires
a precise understanding of the hierarchical and epistemological model of "data,
information, knowledge, wisdom." Within this structure, the differentiation between
"capability" (the technical and operational capacities of weapons) and "volition" (the
legitimate will restricted by the norms of humanitarian law) is of vital importance;
because the media, by intervening in the process of converting raw data into organized
information and subsequently into "knowledge," and ultimately directing it towards
"practical wisdom," plays a decisive role in orienting this will and legally legitimizing
or delegitimizing military actions. Investigations suggest that modern trend-setting
media, within the framework of the tripartite models of "sharp news," "empirical
narrative," and "analysis-oriented model," by utilizing the capacities of big data and
information acquisition engineering techniques, rather than focusing on the production
of fabricated data, manage the arrangement and representation of selected realities in
order to supply the cognitive prerequisites of war actors (including belligerent states,
third-party actors, international judicial institutions, and global public opinion). In
this complex geometry, where the speed of the fluid flow of information has replaced
traditional criteria of publication, and the simultaneity of legal and ethical judgments
during the battle has replaced a posteriori arbitrations, merely seeking assistance
from deterrent tools such as criminalization, filtering, or the qualitative development
of traditional press law regulations will be an ineffective approach. Consequently,
this research arrives at the strategic conclusion that the "media annex of war" is
not merely a press category or a penal deviation that can be managed with classical
executive guarantees, but rather a coherent "cognitive-strategic" design. Therefore,
the legislative and governance system requires a transition from a negative model
of restrictive legislation towards a comprehensive and positive interdisciplinary
model; a model capable of intelligently engineering the flow of meaning with a
profound understanding of the economy of information speed and the mechanisms of
collective knowledge production, and while safeguarding privacy and data security,
institutionalizing the rationality and legitimacy of actions compliant with international
law in legal authorities and global public opinion.
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