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With the transformation of the nature of wars in the contemporary era

(missile attacks, aerial strikes, asymmetrical battles, and urban warfare),
adapting the jurisprudential (Fight) conditions of the "battlefield martyr"
(Shahid al-Ma‘rakah), who is subject to specific rulings (the waiving of
the ritual bathing [Ghusl] and shrouding [Kafan]), has encountered new
challenges. Determining the instances of the "battlefield" (Ma‘rakah),
"combatant”, "being killed during combat", and "being devoid of the last
breath of life" (Faqid al-Ramaq) in this complex environment requires
jurisprudential investigation and re-examination. This research has been
conducted with the aim of presenting a jurisprudential framework to
determine the instances of the Shahid al-Ma ‘rakah under the conditions
of modern warfare. Achieving this framework is a necessary matter
for legislation, drafting executive guidelines for the armed forces and
institutions related to martyrs' affairs, as well as fulfilling the religious
obligation (Takltf Shar‘T) regarding the pure bodies of the martyrs. This
research has examined in detail five fundamental conditions for the
realization of a Shahid al-Ma‘rakah (the legitimacy of the war, being
killed in the way of Allah [F1 Sabil Allah], being a combatant, being
killed in the Ma‘rakah, and being devoid of the last breath of life [Faqid
al-Ramaq] upon being found). Subsequently, by focusing on the two key
conditions of the "Ma‘rakah" and "being killed within it", it addresses
the conceptualization and contemporary instances of the Ma‘rakah in
the light of modern wars and analyzes the perspectives of contemporary
jurists (Fugaha’). The findings indicate that the legitimacy of the war
is sufficient for the application of the title, and the direct permission
(Idhn) of the Imam is not a condition. The Ma‘rakah is not merely
limited to the terrestrial front line; rather, it encompasses any domain
(aerial, naval, cyber) in which direct and active engagement with the
enemy is ongoing. Military bases or zones that are not engaged in active
combat and are merely subjected to surprise attacks do not fall under
the category of the Ma‘rakah. Relief and support forces who are present
in the conflict zone are considered Shahid al-Ma ‘rakah.
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