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The framework for the initial distribution of wealth resources is
among the most critical foundations of a society’s economic
system. This study addresses the jurisprudential framework for
policymaking in the utilization of wastelands (aradi mawat)—
one of the primary resources in an economy—based on detailed
religious evidence (adillah tafsiliyyah) and the principles of
Islam’s economic system. Employing a descriptive-analytical
method, the research finds that wastelands are the property
(milk) of the Imam’s office, and their revival (ihya’) without
establishing ownership merely grants the reviver priority in
utilization, contingent on continued upkeep. Given the general
permission (idhn ‘amm) from the Infallibles (P.H.), specific
governmental permission (idhn khass) is not required for
reviving wastelands. Thus, despite the necessity for regulations
to preserve public order and other vital social interests, the
government itself may not monopolize land or prevent its
revival by citizens. The government’s religious duty is to
supervise continued land utilization, reclaim abandoned lands
for redistribution, and collect proportional land tax (kharaj)
from users. Islam’s institutional and prescriptive measures
illustrate the distinct features of Islamic policymaking in land
management, which, while differing from other economic
doctrines, coherently advance the ultimate objectives of Islam’s
economic system. The Islamic government’s role entails active
oversight and guidance, leveraging its authority to promote
public participation, justice, and production-oriented policies.
Finally, designing macro-level land utilization policies and
revising existing laws to align with this jurisprudential
framework is imperative for enhanced efficacy.
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