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The challenges of the judicial system prompted the legislature in
the late 1380s (2000s) to foresee the establishment of Dispute
Resolution Councils in the Third Development Plan. The primary
objectives of these councils included reducing public recourse to
judicial courts, increasing peace and reconciliation, and resolving
disputes through public participation. Beyond these goals, the
establishment of Dispute Resolution Councils facilitated
decriminalization and prevented labeling. Additionally, this
institution helped reduce the social harm function. However, in
the 2023 Dispute Resolution Councils Law, the legislature
revoked this institution’s jurisdiction and transferred it, along
with other jurisdictions, to Peace Courts. This development
suggests that the establishment of Peace Courts was not based on
the necessity of judicial structural reform, and its formation is
questionable in terms of both necessity and utility. Therefore, this
article employs a descriptive-analytical method and library data
to evaluate and critique the necessity of establishing these courts
and their utility by comparing the primary reasons for creating
Dispute Resolution Councils based on “decriminalization,”
“labeling,” and “social harm function.” The research findings
indicate that establishing Peace Courts does not align with
decriminalization policies, and contrary to their name, these
courts do not engage in peacemaking but rather render judgments.
Furthermore, Peace Courts (unlike Dispute Resolution Councils)
are fully judicial institutions and will carry the adverse effects of
judicial proceedings and conviction rulings, including labeling.
Ultimately, from the perspective of the cost-benefit analysis of
criminal proceedings versus crime prevention in reducing the
social harm function, establishing Peace Courts is not beneficial
and leads to increased judicial bureaucracy and operational cos.
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